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Public Consultation - IWA Future Strategy 2009-
2013
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern:
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make this Submission.
 
 
We would like to raise some important issues for 
incorporation in the next IWA Strategic Plan:
 
 

1.    Fire Evacuation is a Fundamental 
Component of Accessibility.
 
Please see the attached PDF Presentation, which 
outlines a comprehensive framework for Fire 
Evacuation as that fundamental component of 
accessibility for every person in a community ... 
Accessibility-for-All.
 
Evacuation-for-All, as a new and urgently 
required national policy initiative, must be clearly 
elaborated in IWA's 2009 Strategic Plan and 
targeted for concerted action during the next 5 
Year Period.
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'Accessibility' of a Building  
Includes ....  
 


 Approach to the building from the site boundary;  
 Entry through principal entrance(s);  
 Health, Safety, Convenience & Comfort In Use, including thermal 
comfort, indoor air quality, protection from fire, etc;  
 Egress under normal conditions;  
 Evacuation in the Event of a Fire, or other emergency;  
 Removal from the vicinity of the building back to the site boundary;  


and ....  
 


 Each stage of a Work Process, at every level, in places of work;  
 Use of Electronic, Information & Communication Technologies 
(EICT's) - at minimum, those permanently fixed in/to the building;  


and ....  
 


 Management, Services & Attitudes of People in the building;  
 Recruitment, Employment, Promotion & Training Practices.  
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'Accessibility-for-All' Matrix  
 


People  with  Activity  Limitations  (2001 WHO ICF)   


People with Disabilities / Impairments (2006 UN Disability Rights Convention)  


Built, Social,  
Virtual  


(including EICT's)  
& Economic  


Environments  


All Users  
incl. children & frail, older 


people & late-stage 
pregnant women & people 
with health conditions, etc. Visual Impairment  Hearing Impairment Physical Function 


Impairment  
Mental / Cognitive 


Impairment  


i    List A       


ii   List B  Building Priorities - See 2004 Rio Declaration on Sustainable Social Development, Disability & Ageing   1.   Buildings  


iii  List C       


 2.   Street Pavements &  
       Public Spaces       


a   Buses       


b   Taxis       
 3.   Means  
       of  
       Transport  


c   Trains       


 4.   Transport Interchanges       


 5.   Miscellaneous       
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Priority Targets for Concerted Action  
 


List A  
'Survival & Liberation'  


List B  
'Health & Social Wellbeing'  


Support Measures  


Residential Buildings  Health Facilities2  Accessibility Partnership  


Public Transport  
(buses, coaches, taxis, trams, 
trains, ferries, ships & planes)  


EICT's  
(electronic, information & 


communication technologies)  


Accessibility Impact 
Assessment  


Educational Buildings1  Civic Buildings  
(voting/judicial functions)  


Life Cycle Costing  


Workplaces1  
(as defined in Article 2 of EU 


Council Directive 89/654/EEC)  


Buildings of Historical, 
Cultural or Architectural 


Importance  


Accessibility Performance 
Indicators  


(qualitative & quantitative)  
 


1. Good Education & Employment are Important Keys to Social Inclusion.  
 


2. Health is not merely the absence of disease or infirmity, but a state of complete 
physical, mental and social wellbeing. [World Health Organization]  
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'People with Activity Limitations'  
2001 WHO ICF is a classification of 'Health' ... not of 'Disability'  


 


Those people, of all ages, who are unable to perform, independently 
and without aid, basic human activities or tasks - because of a 


health condition or physical/mental/cognitive/psychological 
impairment of a permanent or temporary nature.  


 
- wheelchair users ;  
- people who experience difficulty in walking, with or without aid, e.g. stick, crutch, calliper or walking frame ;  
- frail, older people ;  
- the very young (people under the age of 5 years) ;  
- people who suffer from arthritis, asthma, or a heart condition ;  
- the visually and/or hearing impaired ;  
- people who have a cognitive impairment disorder, including dementia, amnesia, brain injury, or delirium ;  
- women in the later stages of pregnancy ;  
- people impaired following the use of alcohol, other 'social' drugs, e.g. cocaine and heroin, and some 


medicines, e.g. psychotropic drugs ;  
- people who suffer any partial or complete loss of language related abilities, i.e. aphasia ;  
- people impaired following exposure to environmental pollution and/or irresponsible human activity ;  


and ....  
- people who experience a panic attack in a fire situation or other emergency ;  
- people, including firefighters, who suffer incapacitation as a result of exposure, during a fire, to poisonous or 


toxic substances, and/or elevated temperatures.  
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Some International Developments  
 


♦ NIST(USA) 2005 Final Report on 9-11 WTC 1 & 2 Collapses  
 


Introduced a New Benchmark for International Fire Engineering ....  
30 Important Recommendations contained in Chapter 9  


 


♦ U.N. 2006 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  
 


Article 9.1: " .... States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure .... 
access, .... , to the physical environment, .... , both in urban and in rural areas."  
 


Article 11: " States Parties shall take .... all necessary measures to ensure the 
protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including 
situations of armed conflict, humanitarian emergencies and the occurrence of 
natural disasters. "  
 


Article 4.3: " In the development and implementation of legislation and policies 
...., and in other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons 
with disabilities, States Parties shall closely consult with and actively involve 
persons with disabilities, including children .... "  
 


Preamble (g): " Emphasizing the importance of mainstreaming disability issues 
as an integral part of relevant strategies of sustainable development, .... "  


 







 
Please see detailed supporting information on our 
WebSite (Fire Engineering Division) - www.fireox-
international.eu.
 
 
[Other Pages (Architectural Division) which might 
be of interest ...
 

Towards a Sustainable Social Environment, 
Accessibility-for-All & Facilitation Design (2001 
WHO ICF) - www.sustainable-design.ie/arch/
adapthouse.htm ;
 
Disability Rights & Removing Physical 
Restrictions on Participation in Society - www.
sustainable-design.ie/arch/removingbarriers.
htm.]

 
 
 
2.    Balanced Implementation of Evacuation-
for-All is Essential.
 
Please see the Accessibility-for-All Matrix in 
the PDF Presentation.  Accessibility Guidance, at 
national, European and International levels, still 
tends to be written almost exclusively for people 
with mobility limitations.  Token references to 
people with hearing and visual impairments, for 
example, are later grafted on ... almost as an 
afterthought.
 
This approach is entirely inadequate.
 
IWA should strongly support this valid contention 
in its 2009 Strategic Plan, and should vigorously 
promote a more co-ordinated and balanced 

http://www.fireox-international.eu/
http://www.fireox-international.eu/
http://www.sustainable-design.ie/arch/adapthouse.htm
http://www.sustainable-design.ie/arch/adapthouse.htm
http://www.sustainable-design.ie/arch/removingbarriers.htm
http://www.sustainable-design.ie/arch/removingbarriers.htm
http://www.sustainable-design.ie/arch/removingbarriers.htm


implementation of Accessibility-for-All ... in 
Consultation and Partnership with other 
Disability Groups and Organizations.
 
 
3.    Accessibility-for-All Partnerships.
 
The Quality of Accessibility-related Design, 
Construction and Management - 'Real' 
Implementation - in Ireland remains 
atrociously inadequate.  All of the Social Partners 
are to blame ... but particularly ...
 

-         Design Professions & their related 
Educational Institutions ;
-         Authorities Having Jurisdiction, e.g. 
Government Departments, Local 
Authorities, Health & Safety Authority, etc ;
-         National Business Community.

 
 
Furthermore ... the word 'accessibility' is more 
commonly understood as relating to Transport 
Policy.
 
As a positive response, and using the current 
National Economic Partnership as a model ... the 
IWA should now encourage the establishment of 
Accessibility-for-All Partnerships at national, 
regional and local levels ... involving all of the 
Social Partners.
 
It is a prerequisite, however, that the 
Disability Sector must begin to work 
together ... and present a common, unified 
and mainstreamed message on 
'Accessibility-for-All'.
 



Please see detailed supporting information on our 
WebSite (Sustainability Division) - www.
sustainable-design.ie/sustain/socialpartnership.
htm.

 
 
 
Thank you once again.
 
C. J. Walsh,
Architect, Fire Engineer & Technical Controller.
 
Member, CIB Working Commission 14 : Fire.
Member, CIB Working Commission 108 : Climate 
Change & Built Environment.
Member, EU 2004 Expert Working Group on Urban 
Environment Research.
Member, EU 2003 (EYPD) Expert Group on Accessibility.
 
Chief Technical Officer,
FireOx International - Ireland, Italy & Turkey.
 
... for 'reliability-based' & 'person-centred' design 
solutions !
 
Internet:   www.fireox-international.eu
                www.cjwalsh.eu
                www.sustainable-design.ie
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